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(57) ABSTRACT

In a socket of the present invention, an incorporated plug
part is disposed in a third base part. The socket is in an
inserted state when an engaging portion of this incorporated
plug part is engaged with a first engaged portion of an
engaged part. In this state, an engaging portion of a plug is
engaged with steel balls disposed in the incorporated plug
part, thereby allowing the plug and the socket to be fitted to
each other, so that an airtight condition is established in a
pipe fitting.
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1
SOCKET AND PIPE FITTING INCLUDING
SAME

This application claims priority from Japanese Patent
Application Numbers JP 2013-243684 filed on Nov. 26,
2013, JP 2014-027814 filed on Feb. 17, 2014, the contents
of which are incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a socket interposed
between paths through which compressed air flows, and to
a pipe fitting including the socket.

2. Description of the Related Art

Generally, an air compressor for supplying compressed
air to a nail gun which is driven by compressed air is
provided with a socket at its air supply port, and a plug is
provided to one end portion of a hose connected to the
socket at the air supply port. Moreover, a socket is provided
to the other end portion of the hose, and an air tool driven
by compressed air such as a nail gun is provided with a plug
at a portion connected to the socket at the other end portion
of the hose. By inserting and fixing the sockets to the plugs
to connect each part, compressed air can be supplied into the
hose through the air supply port of the air compressor.
Common sockets and plugs are described for instance in
Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 2000-55272.

Meanwhile, for easy detachment of a socket and a plug,
a fitting has been developed which allows detachment of
these two parts by using the pressure of a manual pressing-
down action (this technology is described for instance in
Published Japanese Translation of PCT International Appli-
cation No. 2008-531947, and Japanese Patent Application
Publication No. 2005-207591). Hereinbelow, a pipe fitting
capable of detachment of a socket and a plug via the pressing
down of a predetermined portion will be referred to as a
“pressing-type pipe fitting.”

Referring to FIG. 3 and [0016] of Published Japanese
Translation of PCT International Application No. 2008-
531947, a mechanism 18 is incorporated in a female element
7, and this mechanism 18 serves to fix a plug 5. Specifically,
the plug 5 is fixed at a predetermined portion inside a
housing 9 by a spring 19, a latch 20, and a driving member
21 provided to the mechanism 18. Further, by pressing down
the mechanism 18, this fixed state is released, so that the fit
of the plug 5 and the housing 9 is released.

Referring to FIG. 1, [0017], and [0018] of Japanese Patent
Application Publication No. 2005-207591, a lock 4 is slid-
ably incorporated in a housing part, and this lock 4 fixes a
plug to a socket. Also, referring to FIG. 7 and [0033] to
[0035], the plug can be pulled out when the member 42 is
moved down.

However, in the case of the above socket members
described in Published Japanese Translation of PCT Inter-
national Application No. 2008-531947 and Japanese Patent
Application Publication No. 2005-207591, the plug may not
be easily fit into an inserted state in some cases.

For example, referring to FIG. 1 of Published Japanese
Translation of PCT International Application No. 2008-
531947, a collar 6 of the plug 5 is brought into engagement
with a tooth 32 of the socket to thereby set the plug in an
inserted state inside the socket. However, if the engaging
side surface of the collar 6 is an inclined surface, good
engagement may not be realized. The same problem occurs
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2

also to the invention described in Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2005-207591.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been made in view of the above
problem, and an object of the present invention is to provide
a pressing-type socket allowing easy attachment and detach-
ment, and a pipe fitting including the socket.

A socket of the present invention is a socket, including: a
base part having a substantially cylindrical shape; a valve
body housed in the base part; an incorporated plug part
housed in the base part, having a front end in an axial
direction in contact with the valve body, and including an
engaging portion protruding outwardly in a radial direction;
an engaged part housed in a hole portion penetrating the base
part outwardly in the radial direction, and including a first
engaged portion on a front side in the axial direction and a
second engaged portion on a rear side in the axial direction,
the first engaged portion being configured to be engaged
with the engaging portion of the incorporated plug part, the
second engaged portion being configured to be engaged with
the engaging portion of the incorporated plug part; and a
plurality of steel balls housed in housing holes provided in
such a way as to penetrate through a vicinity of a rear end
of the incorporated plug part in the radial direction, in which
in an inserted state where an airtight condition is established
with a plug inserted, a front section of the plug is inserted in
a rear section of the incorporated plug part, an engaging
portion of the plug is engaged with the steel balls pushed out
inwardly in the radial direction, and the engaging portion of
the incorporated plug part is engaged with the first engaged
portion of the engaged part, when the engaged part is
pressed inwardly in the radial direction, the engaging por-
tion of the incorporated plug part is disengaged from the first
engaged portion, moved toward the rear side, and engaged
with the second engaged portion, so that the socket shifts to
a half-inserted state where a non-airtight condition is estab-
lished, and when the pressing of the engaged part is released,
the engagement between the engaging portion of the incor-
porated plug part and the second engaged portion is released,
the incorporated plug part is moved toward the rear side, and
the steel balls are moved outwardly in the radial direction,
thereby releasing the engagement between the engaging
portion of the plug and the steel balls, so that the socket
shifts to a non-inserted state where the plug is capable of
being pulled out.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A and 1B are views showing a socket and a pipe
fitting of the present invention, FIG. 1A being a perspective
view showing the pipe fitting, and FIG. 1B being an
exploded perspective view showing the pipe fitting disas-
sembled.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are views showing the socket and the
pipe fitting of the present invention, FIG. 2A being a plan
view showing the pipe fitting in an inserted state, and FIG.
2B being a cross-sectional view thereof.

FIGS. 3A to 3C are views showing the socket and the pipe
fitting of the present invention, FIG. 3A being a plan view
showing the pipe fitting in a half-inserted state, FIG. 3B
being a cross-sectional view thereof, and FIG. 3C being a
cross-sectional view showing biasing forces applied by
springs.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are views showing the socket and the
pipe fitting of the present invention, FIG. 4A being a plan
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view showing the pipe fitting in a non-inserted state, and
FIG. 4B being a cross-sectional view thereof.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The configuration of a pipe fitting 14 according to an
embodiment will be described with reference to FIGS. 1A
and 1B. FIG. 1A is a perspective view showing the pipe
fitting 14 in a state where a plug 12 is inserted in a socket
10. FIG. 1B is a perspective view showing the pipe fitting
disassembled.

The pipe fitting 14 of this embodiment includes the socket
10 and the plug 12 configured to be inserted to the socket 10,
and the pipe fitting 14 is formed by inserting the plug 12 into
the socket 10. Also, the pipe fitting 14 of this embodiment
is a pressing-type pipe fitting which releases the fit between
the plug 12 and the socket 10 when an engaged part 42 is
pressed down.

The pipe fitting 14 serves to allow attachment and detach-
ment of a compressed-air generating device such as a
compressor and a compressed-air using device such as a nail
gun to and from each other by being interposed between
hoses connecting them. While the pipe fitting 14 is in use,
compressed air flows from the socket 10 toward the plug 12.
Note that the plug 12 may be referred to as the male fitting
member while the socket 10 may be referred to as the female
fitting member.

In the following description, the side from which com-
pressed air is introduced to the pipe fitting 14 will be referred
to as the front side, while the opposite side will be referred
to as the rear side. Moreover, the outer side in the radial
direction will be referred to as the outer side, while the inner
side in the radial direction will be referred to as the inner
side.

The state of the pipe fitting 14 ranges from an inserted
state where the plug 12 is inserted in the socket 10, thereby
establishing an airtight condition, to a half-inserted state
where the plug 12 is inserted in the socket 10 but a
non-airtight condition is established, and to a non-inserted
state where the plug 12 can be pulled out of the socket 10.
FIGS. 1A and 1B are showing the inserted state where the
plug 12 is inserted and fitted in the socket 10

The pipe fitting 14 is shifted from the non-inserted state
to the inserted state in the following way. When the plug 12
is inserted into the socket 10, a front end portion of the plug
12 is inserted and fitted into a later-described incorporated
plug part 22 incorporated in the socket 10. At the same time,
a predetermined portion of the incorporated plug part 22 is
engaged with the engaged part 42. Here, the inserted state
refers to a state where the plug 12 is inserted in the socket
10, and their airtightness is maintained. Details of this state
will be described later with reference to FIGS. 2A and 2B.

As the user presses down the engaged part 42 in the
inserted state and maintains that pressed state, the pipe
fitting 14 shifts to the half-inserted state. Specifically, the
incorporated plug part 22 incorporated in the socket 10 is
moved toward the rear side and engaged. Moreover, in this
state, the incorporated plug part 22 and the plug 12 still
remain fitted to each other. Here, the half-inserted state
refers to a state where the plug 12 is inserted and fitted in the
socket 10 but their airtightness is not maintained. Details of
this state will be described later with reference to FIGS. 3A
to 3C.

When the user then releases the pressing of the engaged
part 42, the pipe fitting 14 shifts to the non-inserted state.
Specifically, the engagement between the incorporated plug
part 22 incorporated in the socket 10 and the engaged part
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42 is released, and the fit between the incorporated plug part
22 and the plug 12 is released. Here, the non-inserted state
refers to a state where the plug 12 can be pulled out of the
socket 10 and their airtightness is not maintained. Details of
this state will be described later with reference to FIGS. 4A
and 4B.

Referring to FIG. 1B, the socket 10 includes a base part
which houses the incorporated plug part 22 and other
members by combining a first base part 16, a second base
part 18, a third base part 19, and a fourth base part 36 in this
order from the front side. A valve body 30 and a spring 28
are housed inside the first base part 16 and the second base
part 18.

The engaged part 42 configured to determine the position
of the incorporated plug part 22 is housed in a hole portion
34 upwardly penetrating the third base part 19. A first
engaged portion 24 and a second engaged portion 26 are
disposed on the inner surface of the engaged part 42, and
these portions are each configured to be engaged with an
engaging portion 38 of the incorporated plug part. A spring
43 is housed in a recessed portion 25 provided at the bottom
of the hole portion 34. This spring 43 is configured to apply
a biasing force upwardly to the engaged part 42.

A spring 32 and the incorporated plug part 22 are incor-
porated in this order from the front side in the rear side of
the third base part 19 from the hole portion 34 and the fourth
base part 36. The spring 32 is configured to apply a biasing
force to the incorporated plug part 22 toward the rear side.

During the above-described inserted state and half-in-
serted state, the incorporated plug part 22 serves to deter-
mine the positions of the plug 12 and the socket 10 relative
to each other, by being engaged with one of the engaged
portions of the engaged part 42. Housing holes 20 are
formed in the incorporated plug part 22 in the vicinity of the
rear end thereof and are provided in a circular shape,
penetrating that portion in the thickness direction. A steel
ball 23 is housed in each of these housing holes 20. The steel
ball 23 serves to allow the plug 12 and the incorporated plug
part 22 to be fitted to each other.

The plug 12 includes an engaging portion 45 obtained by
expanding the diameter of the vicinity of the front end
thereof. When the plug 12 is inserted in the socket 10, this
engaging portion 45 is fitted to the incorporated plug part 22
with the steel balls 23. In this embodiment, both side
surfaces of the engaging portion 45 of the plug 12 define a
fan-shape spreading wider toward the inner side in the radial
direction.

Meanwhile, an O-ring obtained by molding a soft resin
material into a ring shape is interposed between contacting
portions of members forming the pipe fitting 14.

The configuration of the pipe fitting 14 in the inserted
state will be described with reference to FIGS. 2A and 2B.
FIG. 2Ais a plan view showing the pipe fitting 14 in the state
where the plug 12 is inserted in the socket 10. FIG. 2B is a
cross-sectional view of the pipe fitting 14 shown in FIG. 2A,
taken along line B-B'".

The configuration associated with the base parts will be
described with reference to FIG. 2B. The vicinity of the rear
end of the first base part 16, which is disposed on the front
side, is inserted in and fixed to the third base part 19. This
insertion and fixing are realized by fastening utilizing a
screw structure, bonding with adhesive, or a combination of
both. The same applies to other members forming the socket
10. The second base part 18 is incorporated in a front section
of the third base part 19, and a front end portion thereof is
in contact with the first base part 16. The inner diameter of
the second base part 18 is substantially equal to the outer
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diameter of a front section of the incorporated plug part 22.
The fourth base part 36 is incorporated in a rear section of
the third base part 19, and the inner diameter thereof is
substantially equal to the outer diameter of a rear section of
the incorporated plug part 22. These base parts are each
made of a metallic material.

The spring 28 and the valve body 30 are incorporated in
the first base part 16. A front end portion of the spring 28 is
in contact with a wall portion of the first base part 16
provided on the inner side thereof, while a rear end portion
of the spring 28 is in contact with the valve body 30. While
the pipe fitting 14 is in use, the spring 28 applies a biasing
force to the valve body 30 toward the rear side. The valve
body 30 has a bottomed-cylindrical shape with an opening
on the rear end side, and is disposed in such a way that the
outer surface thereof can be in contact with the inner surface
of the second base part 18. In the inserted state shown in
FIG. 2B, the valve body 30 is pushed toward the front side
by the incorporated plug part 22 such that a hole portion 44
of the valve body 30 is not closed by the second base part
18 but exposed therefrom. There are provided multiple hole
portions 44 penetrating through the sidewall of the valve
body 30 at an equal interval in the circumferential direction.
An air flow path 46 on the socket 10 side and an air flow path
48 on the plug 12 side communicate with each other through
these hole portions 44.

The incorporated plug part 22 is incorporated in the third
base part 19. The incorporated plug part 22 is a member
which serves to be fitted to the plug 12 and engaged with the
engaged part 42 while the pipe fitting 14 is in use. In other
words, the incorporated plug part 22 is a member which is
interposed between the plug 12 and the engaged part 42 to
link them. The shape of the incorporated plug part 22 is
specifically a substantially cylindrical shape with a greater
diameter at a rear end portion than at a front end portion, and
includes the engaging portion 38 obtained by annularly
expanding a peripheral portion. The front side surface of the
engaging portion 38 is an inclined surface, while the rear
side surface is a surface perpendicular to the axial direction.

The housing holes 20 are formed through the rear end
portion of the incorporated plug part 22, and the steel balls
23 are housed in these housing holes 20. In the inserted state,
the steel balls 23 are in contact with the inner wall of the
fourth base part 36, thereby being pushed out inwardly and
engaged with the rear side surface of the engaging portion 45
of the plug 12. Accordingly, the incorporated plug part 22
and the plug 12 are fitted to each other.

Now, the engagement between the engaged part 42 and
the incorporated plug part 22 will be described. The engaged
part 42 is housed in the hole portion 34 provided in the third
base part 19 in a circular shape upwardly penetrating there-
through, and its outer shape is cylindrical. Moreover, the
engaged part 42 is provided with a through-hole in the axial
direction, and the incorporated plug part 22 is disposed in
this through-hole. The first engaged portion 24 is formed on
the lower surface of the inner wall of the engaged part 42,
while the second engaged portion 26 is formed on the upper
surface of the inner wall. The first engaged portion 24 is
formed on the front side, while the second engaged portion
26 is provided on the rear side.

The first engaged portion 24 is a portion protruding
upwardly from the inner surface of the engaged part 42. The
front side surface of the first engaged portion 24 is a surface
perpendicular to the axial direction. While the pipe fitting 14
is in use, the rear side surface of the engaging portion 38 of
the incorporated plug part 22 is in contact with this front side
surface. Here, with the engaged part 42 biased upwardly by
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the spring 43, the first engaged portion 24 is engaged with
the engaging portion 38 of the incorporated plug part 22. As
a result, the position of the incorporated plug part 22 inside
the socket 10 is determined. In this state, on the other hand,
the second engaged portion 26 of the engaged part 42 is out
of contact with the incorporated plug part 22.

The pipe fitting 14 of this embodiment is used in the
above-described inserted state. Specifically, compressed air
generated by the compressed-air generating device disposed
outside is introduced into the pipe fitting 14 from the front
side and supplied into the compressed-air using device such
as a nail gun through the air flow path 46, the hole portions
44 of the valve body 30, and the air flow path 48.

The configuration of the pipe fitting 14 in the half-inserted
state will be described with reference to FIGS. 3A to 3C.
FIG. 3A is a plan view showing the pipe fitting 14 in this
state. FIG. 3B is a cross-sectional view taken along line B-B'
in FIG. 3A.

Referring to FIG. 3A, the engaged part 42 of the socket in
the above-described inserted state is pressed down, and this
pressed state is maintained. As a result, the plug 12 is pushed
toward the rear side by several millimeters from the socket
10 and held at that position. This state is the half-inserted
state (purged state) in which the fit between the plug 12 and
the socket 10 is maintained but their airtightness is released.

The configuration of the pipe fitting 14 in the half-inserted
state will be described in detail with reference to FIG. 3B.
As the user presses down the engaged part 42, the spring 43
is compressed and the engaged part 42 is moved down-
wardly. With this movement, the engaging portion 38 of the
incorporated plug part 22 is detached from the first engaged
portion 24. As a result, the incorporated plug part 22 moves
toward the rear side with the biasing forces of the spring 28
and the spring 32. Thereafter, the front side surface of the
second engaged portion 26 of the engaged part 42 comes
into engagement with the rear side surface of the engaging
portion 38 of the incorporated plug part 22. Thus, the
position of the incorporated plug part 22 inside the socket 10
in the half-inserted state is fixed.

With the movement of the incorporated plug part 22, the
valve body 30 biased toward the rear side by the spring 28
moves toward the rear side as well, so that the inner wall of
the second base part 18 closes the hole portions 44 of the
valve body 30. As a result, the air flow path 46 and the air
flow path 48 are separated from each other inside the socket
10. Thus, even if the airtightness in the rear side from the
second base part 18 is released, compressed air supplied
from the compressor connected to the socket 10 will not leak
out.

Further, the plug 12 also moves toward the rear side. In
this movement, the steel balls 23 are maintained in the state
where they are in contact with the inner wall of the fourth
base part 36 and pushed out inwardly. Thus, the engaging
portion 45 of the plug 12 remains engaged with the steel
balls 23. Accordingly, even in the half-inserted state, the
plug 12 and the incorporated plug part 22 remain fitted to
each other, and the plug 12 will not be detached from the
socket 10 in this state by the internal pressure.

Referring to FIG. 3C, in this embodiment, the biasing
force of the spring 43 and the biasing force of the spring 32
are set to have a predetermined relation with each other. In
this way, even when the pressing force applied by the user
to the engaged part 42 is released in the middle of the
purging operation, the engagement of the engaging portion
38 of the incorporated plug part 22 with the second engaged
portion 26 of the engaged part 42 can be maintained.
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Specifically, if a force F1 with which the spring 43 biases
the engaged part 42 toward the upper side as viewed in the
drawings is large, the engaged part 42 will move toward the
upper side as viewed in the drawings when the pressing
force applied by the user to the engaged part 42 is released.
As a result, the engagement between the second engaged
portion 26 of the engaged part 42 and the engaging portion
38 of the incorporated plug part 22 will be released, thereby
possibly causing detachment of the plug 12 from the socket
10 in the middle of the purging.

In this embodiment, however, the biasing force F1 which
the spring 43 applies to the engaged part 42 is set at a small
degree, while a biasing force F2 which the spring 32 applies
to the incorporated plug part 22 toward the left side as
viewed in the drawings is set at a large degree. In one
example, the spring 43 is given a wire diameter of 0.6 mm,
a number of windings of 6, a free length of 7 mm, and an
outer diameter of 6 mm, and the free length is set shorter
than usual ones. Moreover, the spring 32 is given a wire
diameter of 1.1 mm, a number of windings of 3.5, a free
length of 20 mm, and an outer diameter of 15 mm.

In this way, even if the pressing force applied by the user
to the engaged part 42 is released in the middle of the
purging operation, the engagement between the engaging
portion 38 of the incorporated plug part 22 and the second
engaged portion 26 of the engaged part 42 will be main-
tained while air filled in a pipe downstream of the plug 12
is discharged to the outside through the pipe fitting 14. The
plug 12 is prevented from being pulled out by the air
pressure in the middle of the purging operation.

This is because the frictional force generated by the
engaging portion 38 pressed against the second engaged
portion 26 by the biasing force of the spring 32 works as a
resistance against the biasing force F1 applied by the spring
43. Further, a pressure F3 generated by the air discharged to
the outside during the purging operation also works as a
resistance against the biasing force F1 applied by the spring
43. Here, as shown in FIG. 3C, the direction in which the
pressure F3 is applied may be toward the left side as viewed
in the drawing, toward the lower side as viewed in the
drawing, or these two directions. Once the air inside the pipe
is finished being discharged to the outside in the purging
operation, there is no longer the pressure F3 obtained from
the air, so that the engaged part 42 moves upwardly with the
biasing force F1 of the spring 43, thereby releasing the
engagement between the engaging portion 38 and the second
engaged portion 26. In other words, the plug 12 is detached
from the socket 10.

Next, a disconnected state in which the plug 12 is pulled
out of the socket 10 will be described with reference to
FIGS. 4A and 4B. FIG. 4A is a plan view showing the pipe
fitting 14 in the disconnected state. FIG. 4B is a cross-
sectional view taken along line B-B' in FIG. 4A.

Referring to FIG. 4A, after the pipe fitting 14 shifts to the
above-described half-inserted state, the pressing force
applied to the engaged part 42 is released. As a result, the fit
between the plug 12 and the socket 10 is released and the
plug 12 is detached.

Specifically, referring to FIG. 4B, when the pressing force
applied to the engaged part 42 is released, the engaged part
42 moves upwardly with the biasing force of the spring 43.
As aresult, the engagement between the engaging portion 38
of the incorporated plug part 22 and the second engaged
portion 26 is released. Thereafter, the incorporated plug part
22 moves toward the rear side with the biasing force of the
spring 32. After the movement, the upper surface (outer end
portion) of the engaging portion 38 of the incorporated plug
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part 22 is in contact with the lower surface (inner end
portion) of the second engaged portion 26 of the engaged
part 42.

With the movement of the incorporated plug part 22, the
steel balls 23 housed in the housing holes 20 enter a recessed
portion 50 of the fourth base part 36. As a result, the steel
balls 23 move outwardly in the radial direction, so that the
engagement between the engaging portion 45 of the plug
and the steel balls 23 is released. Thus, the plug 12 can now
be pulled out of the socket 10. Moreover, since the steel balls
23 enter and come into engagement with the recessed
portion 50, the movement of the incorporated plug part 22
toward the rear side stops.

The above are the structures and the operations of the pipe
fitting 14 in the inserted, half-inserted, and non-inserted
states.

A characteristic feature of the present invention is that the
incorporated plug part 22 configured to be engaged with the
inside of the socket 10 instead of the plug is provided.
Specifically, referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, the inserted state
is realized by engaging the engaging portion 38 of the
incorporated plug part 22 with the first engaged portion 24
of the engaged part 42. Moreover, referring to FIGS. 3A to
3C, the half-inserted state is realized by engaging the
engaging portion 38 of the incorporated plug part 22 with the
second engaged portion 26 of the engaged part 42. In
addition, the incorporated plug part 22 and the plug 12 are
fitted to each other with the engagement structure using the
steel balls 23. In this way, even if, for example, the plug 12
to be used has a shape which is difficult to be fitted to the
engaged part 42, the pressing-type pipe fitting 14 can
employ that plug 12.

Referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, another characteristic
feature of the present invention is that the engaging side
surface of the engaging portion 38 provided to the incorpo-
rated plug part 22 (the side surface facing the rear side) is
perpendicular to the axial direction. In this way, this side
surface can well be in contact with the side surfaces of the
first engaged portion 24 and the second engaged portion 26
provided on the inner surface of the engaged part 42. Thus,
the side surface can be engaged reliably with these portions.

Further, in the present invention, the incorporated plug
part 22 incorporated in the socket 10 and the plug 12 are
fitted to each other by using the steel balls 23. In this way,
the plug 12 and the incorporated plug part 22 can well be
fitted to each other even when the engaging portion 45
provided to the plug 12 protrudes in a fan-shape.

This embodiment described above can be modified as
follows, for example.

Referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, the angle of the engaging
side surface of the engaging portion 38 provided to the
incorporated plug part 22 with respect to the axial direction
is a right angle. However, this angle may be an angle other
than a right angle. Specifically, the angle may be an angle
closer to a right angle than is the angle of the engaging
surface of the plug 12 with respect to the axial direction.

According to the present invention, the incorporated plug
part including the engaging portion configured to be
engaged with the engaged part is incorporated in the base
part, and the plug is inserted in this incorporated plug part
and used while the pipe fitting is in use. In this way, in the
pressing-type socket, the incorporated plug part serves to be
engaged with the engaged part. Thus, the plug and the
incorporated plug part can be engaged with each other with
the engagement structure using the steel balls. Accordingly,
even when the engaging portion of the plug to be used is not
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suitable for the pressing-type socket, the plug can be inserted
into the pressing-type socket and used.

What is claimed is:

1. A socket, comprising:

a base part having a cylindrical shape;

a valve body housed in the base part;

an incorporated plug part housed in the base part, having
a front end in an axial direction in contact with the
valve body, and including an engaging portion protrud-
ing outwardly in a radial direction;

an engaged part housed in a hole portion penetrating the
base part outwardly in the radial direction, and includ-
ing a first engaged portion on a front side in the axial
direction and a second engaged portion on a rear side
in the axial direction, the first engaged portion being
configured to be engaged with the engaging portion of
the incorporated plug part, the second engaged portion
being configured to be engaged with the engaging
portion of the incorporated plug part; and

a plurality of steel balls housed in housing holes that
penetrate through a vicinity of a rear end of the incor-
porated plug part in the radial direction,

wherein in an inserted state where an airtight condition is
established with a plug inserted, a front section of the
plug is inserted in a rear section of the incorporated
plug part, an engaging portion of the plug is engaged
with the steel balls pushed out inwardly in the radial
direction, and the engaging portion of the incorporated
plug part is engaged with the first engaged portion of
the engaged part,

when the engaged part is pressed inwardly in the radial
direction, the engaging portion of the incorporated plug
part is disengaged from the first engaged portion,
moved toward the rear side, and engaged with the
second engaged portion, so that the socket shifts to a
half-inserted state where a non-airtight condition is
established, and

when the pressing of the engaged part is released, the
engagement between the engaging portion of the incor-
porated plug part and the second engaged portion is
released, the incorporated plug part is moved toward
the rear side, and the steel balls are moved outwardly
in the radial direction, thereby releasing the engage-
ment between the engaging portion of the plug and the
steel balls, so that the socket shifts to a non-inserted
state where the plug is capable of being pulled out, and
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wherein the base part comprises an outer part and an inner
part that is separate from the outer part and housed
completely inside the outer part, and a portion of the
inner part of the base part, which is rigidly connected
to the remainder of the base part, is placed inside the
engaged part so as to be at a same position with respect
to the axial direction in the inserted state, the half-
inserted state and the non-inserted state, and

the portion of the inner part placed inside the engaged part

is in contact with both the engaged part and the
incorporated plug part.

2. The socket according to claim 1, wherein in the
half-inserted state, the steel balls are engaged with the
engaging portion of the plug.

3. The socket according to claim 1, wherein an angle of
an engaging surface of the engaging portion of the incor-
porated plug part with respect to the axial direction is closer
to a right angle than is an angle of an engaging surface of the
engaging portion of the plug with respect to the axial
direction.

4. The socket according to claim 1, further comprising:

a first spring configured to bias the engaged part in the

radial direction; and

a second spring configured to bias the incorporated plug

part toward the plug, wherein

biasing forces of the first spring and the second spring are

set at such degrees that while air inside a pipe con-
nected to the plug is being discharged to an outside in
the half-inserted state, the engagement between the
engaging portion of the incorporated plug part and the
second engaged portion of the engaged part is not
released even when the pressing of the engaged part is
released.

5. A pipe fitting, comprising:

the socket according to claim 1; and

the plug inserted in the socket.

6. The socket according to claim 1, wherein the portion of
the base part rigidly connected to the remainder of the base
part is in contact with the incorporated plug part in the
inserted state, the half-inserted state and the non-inserted
state.

7. The socket according to claim 1, further comprising a
spring pushing the valve body toward the rear side.

8. The socket according to claim 1, wherein the engaged
part has a cylindrical outer shape.

#* #* #* #* #*



